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NOTATION

The bar lines serve mostly as a means of synchronization, so bar lines and beats never mean an
accentuation. The music should flow smoothly.

When the dynamic mark is followed by "- - - - - " the dynamic level should be kept as even as
possible for the period indicated. However, when marked "pp" or "pp (sempre)" the pp should be
considered a general dynamic level, within which the player can make the usual slight
microvariations in dynamic.

When vibrato markings are not specified, players can use their usual vibrato. "Molto vibrato"
always means a rapid and narrow vibrato, unless otherwise specified. Tremolo should always be as

dense as possible.

General marks

Mo

. change very gradually from one sound or one way of playing (etc)

to another

diminuendo al niente

/ .
o crescendo da niente

S.V. senza vibrato

microintervals:
note raised a 1/4 tone (betweent and fupwards)

note raised a 3/4 tone (betweengandqupwards)
note lowered a 1/4 tone (betweenhand pdownwards)
db note lowered a 3/4 tone (between? andfdownwards)

a_g_s,.

For glissandi there are three different notations:
this glissanco should always be played

J{ﬁ" “%”s very evenly, without vibrato and accentuations

L_ clissando v:ith much vibrato
,)u‘,'f‘— g %‘ﬁ‘)

glissande with artificial harmonics, in which the upper finger
-~ is constantiy moving and thus creating a rick sound with vividly

varying piiches, instead of one gliding pitch

All the glissandi should be started immediately at the beginning of the note value. The pitches
within the brackets "(J)" during the glissandi are there to show the approximate speed of the

glissandi, and are not to be played with any accentuation or tenuto.

S.P. always estremamente sul ponticello
S.T. sul tasto
N normal (used With S.P. and S.T., otherwise ord.)
#t+  play strictly_ on the bridge
f always natural harmonic
.o move gradually from normal to harmonic sound (less and less pressure with
J

the left hand)
play with light finger pressure (as harmonics)

——emweam  add bow pressure to produce a scratching sound,
in which the audible pitch is totally replaced by the noise

—*"’ . .
as above but move back from noise to tone again

[__———t.t) decrease bow pressure (0 produce a soft, noisy, windlike murmur

[———¢.f. -. -———1 decrease bow pressure to produce a soft, noisy, wind-like murmur
for as long as E.F. (estramamente flautando) continues, and
move then gradually back to normal bow pressure

————eSS— “fadd bow pressure to produce a scratching sound, and decrease it gradually
to produce the E.F. sound described above.

When playing long sustained tones the bow changes should always be made imperceptible and

independently of the other players. During iong slurs which include several long sustained notes a

change of note should preferably not coincide with a change of bow.

The voice

All the passages with voice should be whispered to the microphone, never spoken aloud.
The small vowels written before or after the phonemes are supposed to be pronounced as quickly

as possible before/after the proncipal phonemes.

The text is pronounced as normal English. Some unvoiced consonants, marked

S

E ", are prolonged . The other parts of these words should be pronounced normally.
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ELECTRONICS

Download the necessary materials and check the up-to-date version of this page at
www.saariaho.org/Nymphea-electronics.html

For general technical notes go to www.saariaho.org/Electronics-general-notes.html

For solutions to common problems go to www.saariaho.org/Electronics-common-solutions.html

General information

The electronics for this piece can be run with a Max patch including all effects.

Cues in the score must be triggered by one of the performers with a sustain pedal (or by another
musician directly on the computer at the mixing desk).

In both rehearsal and performance the sound engineer/musician should read the score and adjust the

relative levels of the instruments and electronics on the mixing desk, according to the given context
(musical interpretation, equipment, acoustics of the performance space).

Technical requirements

-Macintosh computer equipped with an external audio interface compatible with Max (ctf:
www.cycling74.com), e.g. Motu: www.motu.com, Digidesign: www.digidesign.com, RME: www.rme-
audio.com

-Sustain pedal (for Max triggering) connected to the computer through a MIDI keyboard, or through a
MIDI interface and a voltage-to-MIDI converting device, e.g. MIDI Solutions’ Footswitch controller,
see www.midisolutions.com

-Microphones for two violins, viola, cello

-Mixer & stereo diffusion (possibly return monitors for the musicians)

Performance notes

The amount of amplification required naturally depends on the performance space, but it should
never cover the acoustic sound of the instruments.

The sound ideal is a clear and rich 'close’ sound. The microphones should be placed as close to
the instruments as possible.
The general level should be rather loud, but not painfully so.
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